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 Character analysis of Emily Grierson in the book "A Rose For Emily"
Emily Grierson is an aged southern bell, the last surviving aristocratic family member residing in the antebellum south. Her father keeps her isolated from the outer world for much of her youth. After her father dies, she is left alone without any penny, an outsider with neither a marriage prospect nor friends. People of Jefferson pities and scorns her. Unfortunately, she is unable to overcome and withstand the isolated upbringing which makes her be a town eccentric. Emily engages in a fleeting romantic relationship with Homer Barron, a Norther day worker that ends leaving her distressed after Homan rejects her and she murders him in return. She ends up secluding herself from the world entirely. As the story ends, we can see that Emily dies after which investigation is done in her house. The investigation appears to reveal secrets confined within the walls of her house for years. The investigators realize Homer’s decaying body in a bed and have been in Emily’s house for approximately forty years. 
Emily Grierson is a traditional Southern social stratification remnant that was ended during the civil war. According to “A Rose For Emily,” we can blame Emily’s aristocratic status on her isolation. Emily’s status makes her be resentful and reverence before the people of Jefferson. Moreover, her father contributed much to Emily’s isolation by chasing away her potential suitors. Emily’s father believed that no one was good enough for his daughter (p 2). The fact that Emily has a relationship with Homer Barron astonishes the townspeople considering that Homer was a lowly Northern laborer. Emily’s state of isolation forced her to go that low and begin a courtship with Homer something no one would approve bearing in mind her status.
Nevertheless, Emily is seen demanding special treatment from the people of Jefferson something that maintains the barrier between Emily and them. She refuses to pay taxes like other people residing in Jefferson (p 2). Additionally, Emily refuses the mailbox to be put on her house. According to the author, she clings to the traditional values which annoy the people of Jefferson. The townspeople especially those who are traditional like Emily facilitate the behavior. Judge Stevens and Colonel Sartoris who are men of the Old South are seen declining to reprimand Emily for her asceticism due to the respect for her station (p 3). However, the worst tragedy of Emily’s life is that she is a murderer although she remains to be a respected figure in her town. Emily murdering Homer shows a high degree of premeditation seeking revenge after Homer rejects her (p 9). She is unable to accept being rejected, especially by a man of a lower social class. 
William Faulkner points that old lady Wyatt, Emily’s great aunt went crazy (p 4). It is an indication that the Grierson family had mental instability issues. Emily had an isolated life from her childhood to her youth age until her father’s death. Also, she was unable to accept the death of her father (p 3). These two instances serve as clear evidence that she was suffering from emotional development. The emotional stunting made Emily not distinguish between life and death. From the book, we can see a desperate Emily, a lady who just wants to have for herself the only man who has ever shown her compassion and love. After the rejection, she doesn’t want to let go but chooses to murder Homer. She murders Homer before he plans to leave her as a way to keep him and have him around (p 9). Her actions show desperation, loneliness, and disconnection from reality which is clear evidence of her mental instability. The author portrays the inability of Emily to distinguish between the dead and living since her attachment with Homer’s corpse is similar to that of the living Homer.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the book “A Rose For Emily,” the author has depicted predominant Emily characters to be anger, mental instability, and tragedy. William Faulkner is approaching Emily’s story neutrally without condemning her. The approach is showing that Emily has a complex or complicated character making it difficult to cast a conclusive judgment against. Metaphorically, Emily’s life shows how complex the Old South was despite the respect the people living in that era received. Emily’s death is seen as a relief to the people of Jefferson even though it is a tragedy. It is seen to be symbolic since as the cultural progress demands the Southerners to adopt modernization, losing the old traditions is unavoidably linked with sadness. 
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